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NEWSLETTER - SEPTEMBER 2020
Library COVID-19 information:
Please make note of the following:
Hours of operation are Monday-Friday, 10:00-6:00 (closed Saturday and Sunday)
A maximum of 40 people are allowed inside the building at one time.
For a detailed list of current guidelines and services click HERE.

Event Updates:
►Friends will not host a quarterly
public program in September due to
COVID-19 restrictions.
►The Bartlett Festival, held annually in
September, has been cancelled this
year.
Other planned events will be evaluated
as they approach. Updates and
cancellations will be posted on our
website.
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National Friends of Libraries Week will take place October 18-24, 2020. Whether we are
able to celebrate in person, or virtually, remains to be seen. Either way, we will not miss
this opportunity to honor our Friends members whose outstanding commitment enables us
to expand our vision in supporting the Bartlett Public Library and positively impacting our
community.

September is National Library Card Sign-Up Month, reminding parents and youth
that signing up for a library card is the first step towards academic achievement and
lifelong learning. This year, DC’s Wonder Woman is embarking on a new mission to
champion the power of a library card as Library Card Sign-up Month Honorary Chair.
Armed with the Lasso of Truth, Wonder Woman makes a perfect ambassador to
support the value of learning and the role libraries play in transforming lives and
strengthening communities through education.

BOOK SALES
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Friends book sales in the library remain limited while our community progresses through
the various phases of reopening due to COVID-19. Books already on the daily sale
shelves and feature sale tables are available for purchase, although new selections are not
able to be added on a regular basis.
We are so grateful for all the book donations our generous community normally
provides, however, we cannot accept any new donations at this time. Please do not place
donations in the book drop. These are intended only for the return of library materials.
Updates to book sales and donation acceptance policies are being announced on our
Facebook page and on Instagram.
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Now that we are settled in with our books, e-readers, and audio books surrounding us we
may be looking for a way to pare down the wonderful dilemma of “what to read next?” If
you are like me, you jumped in with two feet (eyes, ears, and imaginations combined) to
tackle more than we ever dreamed in the pre-pandemic world to fill our souls with
someone else’s words.
Maybe the next step is to tackle those book series that have gotten away from us. Beloved
authors are writing to catch up with the readers’ demand for their series heroes’ and
heroines’ further adventures. My picks include mystery series only. I am drawn to
mysteries, finding rich historical, geographic, and psychological links as each plot unravels.
Two of my favorite authors, Louise Penny and Laurie King, have just released new issues,
and I secured them both from the Memphis Public Library. (Well, I am still #18 on the Hold
List) Be sure to check out the AVAILABLE SOON feature. I have found all of my books
listed through the Bartlett Branch of the Memphis Public Library. And I just discovered
curbside pickup!
Meet MARY RUSSELL, penned by Laurie King. Mary will lead us through the Great War,
England in the Twenties, women’s rights, religion and political oppression right up to the
jazz age in Monte Carlo. And what is even better, is that she stands beside Sherlock
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Holmes as his wife and partner in solving crimes. The series starts with The BeeKeepers
Apprentice and 14 books later my interest is sustained in Riviera Gold. The Ubiquitous
Sherlock can be found in many series, movies, and the original works of Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle. Fasten your seat belts when he joins this spunky cohort to keep the detective on his
toes in the Russell and Holmes series.
https://laurierking.com/books/russell-holmes/
Louise Penny introduced me to CHIEF INSPECTOR ARMAND GAMACHE, a kinder and
gentler contemporary detective who solves murder mysteries around the fictional village of
Three Pines in the province of Quebec. Her novels are character driven, and in the 16
books of the series, we are drawn into village life, Armand’s life, and characters we come
to think of as friends. The description of Canada and its history inspires me while
unraveling the plots along with the long time Three Pines neighbors. Relationships are
explored in surprising ways from Still Life to All the Devils Are Here (release date Sept.1).
The fact that the author lives in a small village in Canada which she explores on her
Facebook page adds to my entertainment.
https://www.facebook.com/louisepennyauthor/
Travel the world with COTTON MALONE, Steve Berry’s Justice Department operative and
rare book dealer to face down the world’s deadliest threats. As history and mystery
intertwine, Presidential assassins, Knights Templar, The Vatican, Napoleon and more
propel Cotton through international adventures. The mysterious Cassiopeia Vitt faces
action and intrigue alongside the hero. Coming in February 2021 The Kaiser’s Web (Book
16) brings suspense and heart stopping drama to the final days of WWII. “If you love
action, secrets, history, conspiracies, and international adventure Cotton Malone is the one
for you.“ Each Cotton Malone novel is written to stand alone, so it is not necessary to read
in order.
https://steveberry.org/books/cotton-malone-series/
For complete information on Books by specific authors check out Fantastic Fiction with
over 50,000 fiction authors and series information.
https://www.fantasticfiction.com
Here is a sample of mystery series to get you started. Whether you begin with the first
book in a series or jump right into the middle of the collection, you will find pages alive with
adventure, imagination, and characters you want to visit again and again.

Read On!
Mary Kay Andrews :

CALLAHAN GARITY (House cleaners cozy mysteries)

Nevada Barr:

ANNA PIGEON (National Park Ranger mysteries)

Charles Finch :

CHARLES LENNOX (Victorian England mysteries)

Jo Ann Fluke :

HANNAN SWENSON MYSTERIES (Bakery cozy mysteries)

Preston and Child:

ALOYSIUS PENDERGRAST (New Orleans Special Agent)
NORA KELLY (Archeology and crime)

Charles Todd :
nurse)

IAN RUTLEDGE, BESS CRAWFORD (WWI mysteries, detective,

Andrew Wilson :

AGATHA CHRISTIE (Writer/detective 1920’s)
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Summer programs may be over, but the Bartlett Library will be providing a variety of
virtual programming through the end of the year. Check out the on-line event
calendar to view upcoming programs and register.
There are virtual programs for all ages, including storytime, book clubs, winter
gardening and STEAM programs.
Children's librarians are particularly excited about their new Fairytale STEAM
program. On the fourth Saturday of each month at 11:00 a.m., there will be a virtual
story time and science program.
The Library would love feedback on what types of programs customers are looking
for. Please consider completing this very short survey to help them out.
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The results of the Summer 2020 Read for Your School Contest are in!
Congratulations to all students & faculty for setting a new summer reading record (295,503
minutes) and especially to our top achievers, Bartlett Elementary & Appling Middle. All our
schools are winners. Each will share in the $5,000 prize awarded by Friends in proportion
to their reading achievement. Funds will be used to enhance the libraries at each school.
Friends love BCS and are super excited to sponsor this annual contest!
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Library patrons of all ages, throughout the Memphis & Bartlett libraries reported their
reading times during June & July. The graph above shows how Bartlett faired against the
other branches.
Overall, Bartlett reported 50% of the total minutes read - 376,278 minutes.
Way to go!

To keep in touch with Friends' activities,
follow us on Facebook or Instagram or
visit our new website, www.FriendsBartlettLibrary.org!
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